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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to applicants' amendment field 
01/27/2007. Claims 1-39 are pending in the Action. 

■ 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this . 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b). by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by. 
Duda et al, US patent no. 6,628,287. 

As per claim 1 , Duda anticipates s a method and system for simulating 
and supporting a hot plug or hot pull process to support a secure distributed 
simulation with feature limitations very similar to the claimed invention. 
According to Duda, the secure distributed simulation system includes 
components and steps: 

Configuring a first node, the node configured to participate in a simulation 
of a system under test, the configured node is to simulate a system component 
under test (col. 4. lines 34-55, col. 6, lines 7-12), 
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Configuring a second network node to transmit a pull command 
designating to the first node (col. 4, lines 19-29), and 

Responsive to the hot pull command, the first node stops the participation 
in the simulation to simulate a removal of the component from the system under 
test (col. 9, line 19 to col. 10, line 24), 

As per claims 2-3, Duda anticipates a simulation network including a 
plurality of network nodes or simulation nodes, each node configured to 

■ 

participate in the simulation of the system under test or to stop the participation of 
the simulation (col. 4, lines 19-28, lines 35-55, col. 7, line 48 to col. 8, line 35). 

As per claim 4, Duda anticipates network station or processor for 
participating the simulation, freeing simulation resources (col. 7, lines 33-47. col. 
8, lines 60-62), halting the plug or pull simulation, etc (col. 9, lines 32-51). 

As per claim 5, Duda anticipates a network server with terminal stations 
connected to (hub) (col. 4) for secure distributed simulation. 

As per claim 6, Duda anticipates the hub configured to couple to plurality 
of network node above (cols. 4-5) 

As per claims 7-10, Duda anticipates a network station interconnected to 
the simulation network to control the simulation participation and plug in node to 
simulate, terminate, and/or participate the pull or plug process (col. 5. lines 31- 
40, col. 6, lines 6-12). 

As per claim 11, Duda anticipates s a method and system for simulating 
and supporting a hot plug or hot pull process to support a secure distributed 
simulation with feature limitations very similar to the claimed invention. 
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According to Duda, the secure distributed simulation system includes 
components and steps: 

Configuring a first node upon, the node configured to participate in a 
simulation of a system under test for participation command, the configured node 
is to simulate a system component under test (col. 4, lines 34-55, col. 6, lines 7- 
12), 

Configuring a second network node to transmit a pull command 
designating to the first node (col. 4, lines 19-29), and 

Responsive to the hot pull command, the first node stops the participation 
in the simulation to simulate a removal of the component from the system under 
test (col. 9, line 19 to col. 10, line 24). 

As per claim 12, Duda anticipates step: delaying, stopping, or ceasing the 
simulation participation (col. 7, line 48 to col. 8, line 35, coj. 13, lines 3-15). 

As per claim 13, Duda anticipates network station or processor for 
participating the simulation, freeing simulation resources (col. 7, lines 33-47, col. 
8, lines 60-62), halting the plug or pull simulation, etc (col. 9, lines 32-51). 

As per claims 14-19, Duda anticipates a network server with terminal 
stations connected to (hub) (col. 4) for secure distributed simulation. The hub is 
configured to couple to plurality of network nodes above for secure distributed 
simulation of the system under test (cols. 4-5) 

As per claim 20, Duda anticipates s a computerized method and system 
with computer readable medium (computerized control program) for simulating 
and supporting a hot plug or hot pull process to support a secure distributed 
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simulation with feature limitations very similar to the claimed invention. 
According to Duda, the secure distributed simulation program means includes 
components and steps: 

Configuring a first node, the node configured to participate in a simulation 
of a system under test upon receiving a participation command, the configured 
node is to simulate a system component under test (col. 4, lines 34-55, col. 6, 
lines 7-12), 

Configuring a second network node to transmit a pull command 
designating to the first node (col. 4, lines 19-29), and 

Responsive to the hot pull command, the first node stops the participation 
in the simulation to simulate a removal of the component from the system under 
test (col. 9, line 19 to col. 10, line 24). 

As per claim 21, Duda anticipates instructions to instruct plug-in or pull 
command in the simulation network (col. 7, lines 25-27). 

As per claims 22-23, Duda anticipates command to cease or halt the 
operation (col. 9, lines 32-51). 

As per claim 24, Duda anticipates a network server with terminal stations 
connected to (hub) (col. 4) for secure distributed simulation. 

As per claims 25 and 26, Duda anticipates the hub configured to couple to 
plurality of network node above (cols. 4-5). Duda also anticipates a network 
station interconnected to the simulation network to control the simulation 
participation and plug in node to simulate, terminate, network resources, and/or 
participate the pull or plug process (col. 5, lines 31-40, col. 6, lines 6-12). 
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Claims 27-39 are directed to a computer program product and system to 

■ 

execute the program product for performing steps in the rejected claims above, 
namely, control the plug-in network station or insertion of the network station into 
the secure distributed simulation system. Claims 27-39 are thus rejected under 
the same rationales as set forth. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims 1-39 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1. US patent no. 7,185,077, issued to OToole et al, on Feb. 2007 

2. US patent application publication no. 2002/0138242, issued to Wilensky et 
al, on Sept. 2002 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thai Phan whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3783. 

3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kamini Shah can be reached on 571-272-2279. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Apr. 14, 2007 




